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PPrreessiiddeenntt’’ss MMeessssaaggee
Hello and welcome to another fantastic season 
for Front Row Centre Players!   
October 11th marked our 20th anniversary and 
we have chosen to celebrate that by bringing 
you back to the very first show that sparked 
the idea for the company.  “One Shot Deal” 
was what they called it, months of work for a 
show that would only be performed one night.  
In the words of a founding member, Brian 
Hades, “It was a crazy idea but 20 plus years 
ago we were all just a little strange!” 

And although 10 performances are better than 1, we continue to have our strange 
moments today.  So we decided to celebrate that and our origins by producing the 
show that formed the key elements to their One Shot Deal: Godspell. 

We have come a long way from those days of a church choir coming together and 
have performed more than 45 shows ranging from the simple to the complex, from 
Godspell to the Rocky Horror Show.  We have triumphed with shows that packed 
our houses to the brim and shows that seemed to have unlimited supplies of 
praise.  We have weathered shows that were one step short of disaster, shows that 
were fantastic that no one came to see and storms of apathy that prevented 
anyone even coming up to audition.   

We continue today to come up against obstacles – our current need to replace our 
rehearsal space is at the forefront of all our activities these days.  I hope that 
everyone here has been able to show support for us and the other arts projects 
that form a part of the CADA proposal to the city and that you can continue to 
support and contribute in any way you can.  With your help and support we can 
create a thriving arts centre to support not only our own future but that of other 
theatre companies as well. 

Front Row Centre Players Society is a charitable cultural company bringing theatre 
to the community in Alberta for 20 years and is proud to consider itself Calgary’s 
Premier Community Musical Theatre Company. 

Thank you again for your continued support and enjoy the show! 

Darren Stewart 
President - Front Row Centre Players 

CCoommmmuunniittyy AArrttss CCeennttrree RReeppllaacceemmeenntt
Many of the community theatre companies in Calgary are facing a housing crisis.  The 
Community Arts Centre is rehearsal space and home for FRC, Storybook, Morpheus and 
many other theatre companies.  We will lose the Community Arts Centre by spring 2010 
as the Currie Barracks site redevelopment plans progress. 

Front Row Centre, partnered with Storybook Theatre and Morpheus Theatre, are actively 
developing options for a new shared space and your support can help us immensely. 

We have instituted a $2 ticket surcharge and have begun running a 50-50 draw during 
our shows to raise funds to either build a new facility or renovate an existing building. 

If you are interested in donating either your invaluable volunteer time, or if you have a 
spare 40,000sq foot building you aren’t using, please contact us at 
info@frontrowcentre.ca or by phone at 403-246-8505.
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Book by John Michael Tebelak 
Music and Lyrics by Stephen Schwartz
Based on The Gospel According to St. Matthew 

Directed by Shea Christie 

THE VIDEOTAPING OF THIS PRODUCTION IS A VIOLATION OF 
COPYRIGHT LAW AND AN ACTIONABLE OFFENSE 

Godspell is presented with special permissions from Theatre Maximus 
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DDiirreeccttoorr’’ss NNootteess

“All good gifts around us are sent from Heaven 
above” I don’t think Stephen Schwartz could have 
said it any better. I first joined Front Row Centre 
Players 3 years ago as Andrew Carnes in the Fall 
Musical “Oklahoma!” at the same time I joined the 
executive board as Secretary. This year, I debut as 
a first time Director for Front Row Centre and 
continue my participation on the executive board 
as Marketing Director. Other directorial debuts 
were Secret Garden with Chinook Singers and 
Players in Nanton. I have always been a part of a 
musical production since I could remember 
whether it be in my hometown of Nanton or the 
neighboring community of High River. Musical 
theatre is in my blood and I love it. 

I am apprehensive to say that I had only “heard of” Godspell before I had the 
privilege to direct the show, which you are about to see. I bought the movie at a 
grocery store for a measly pittance solely for the purpose of it being a Musical 
and I had to add it to my collection. Godspell is not only the Gospel according 
to St. Matthew – but it is also a spiritual journey for 11 very different individuals 
brought together by the teachings and lessons given to them through Jesus.  I 
would like to Thank James Noonan and my very talented Cast and Crew for 
their continued support and artistic vision throughout the creation and planning 
and rehearsing of this show, as well as my family and friends and their love and 
support as I continue to carve a path in Theatre within Calgary and beyond. I 
invite you now to sit back and enjoy the show.

Shea Christie – Director 
November 2008 

Did you like what you experienced here today?   
Nominate us for a CAT Award! 

2009 Calgary Community Theatre Awards 
The fifth annual Calgary-ACTS CAT awards in 2008 were a 

resounding success, Again, your opinion counts in 2009 
Vote for your favorite performances of the 2008-2009 season 

online at: www.calgary-acts.com/
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TThhee DDiisscciipplleess
Jesus  Janos Zeller
Judas  Chris Willott
Omar  Omar Escobar
Jolene Jolene Anderson
Darren  Darren Stewdill
Krista  Krista Willott
Heimen  Heimen Van Essen
Charlotte  Charlotte Loeppky
Heather  Heather Smuda
Jennifer  Jennifer Mikla
Christine  Christine Horne

SSoonngg SSyynnooppssiiss
Location: The Big City 

Act One
1 Tower of Babble – Company 
2 Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord - John the Baptist & Company 
3 Save the People - Jesus & Company 
4 Day by Day - Heather & Company 
5 Learn your Lessons Well - Jolene  
6 Oh Bless the Lord my Soul - Krista & Company 
7 All for the Best - Jesus, Judas & Company 
8 All good Gifts - Heimen & Company 
9 Light of the World - Company 

There will be a 20 minute intermission between Acts One and 
Two

Act Two
1 Beautiful City - Omar & Company 
2 Turn Back, Oh man - Jennifer & Company 
3 Alas for You - Jesus 
4 By My Side - Charlotte & Christine 
5 We Beseech Thee - Darren, Heimen & Company 
6 On the Willows - Judas, Heimen & Men 
7 Finale - Company  
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TThhee DDiisscciipplleess
Janos Zeller (Jesus) 
Janos is very excited to be part of FRC's first show of the season. His previous 
credits with the company include "My Fair Lady", "Pippin", "Leader of the Pack", 
and "Chicago". As a board member and long time participant of musical theatre 
he is a big supporter of the work that FRC is doing and hopes that you all have 
enjoyed watching the show as much as he has had performing it. Much love and 
thanks go out to his family who never see him anymore because of all this 
theatre stuff. 

Chris Willott (Judas) 
I was the NDP candidate for Calgary SE in the recent federal election, where I 
stood up in defense of arts funding.  This is my 12th show with FRC in as many 
seasons (my 20th in local Community Theatre)!  I'm grateful to be able to 
perform with such a talented group, but especially pleased to once again share 
the stage with my loving wife, Krista. 

Omar Escobar (Omar) 
Omar Escobar is glad to join FRC with this fabulous cast and show.  Omar started 
acting 17 years ago in Monterrey, Mexico, where he grew up developing his 
theatrical skills.  Some of his previous work includes “Hairspray” (Seaweed), 
“Annie” (Rooster Hannigan), “A Chorus Line” (Mark), “Rocky Horror Show” (Brad 
Majors) and “Rent” (Angel).   He had his own TV show (Hora Libre) for two 
years.  Ready for new challenges, he moved to Calgary in August 2007.  Omar 
thanks his parents and friends for their unconditional support.   

Jolene Anderson  (Jolene) 
What's Awesome? You ask. This cast. This is Jolene's first experience with FRC 
and her first grown up show since starting her community theatre career in 
Calgary . She has previously been a Nun in “Sound of Music”, Mrs Darbus in 
HSM, and various beasts and beings in Storybook Theatre productions. All of 
these past characters help her weave her "Spell". She sends her thanks to 
everyone for making this experience so memorable. 

Darren Stewdill (Darren) 
This is Darren’s 11th hour bio, his 10th show with FRC, his 9th appearance 
onstage in Calgary, 8th appearance in the Victor Mitchell, his 7th lame bio (the 
others weren’t bad), 6th named role, 5th time onstage with FRC, 4th time he’s 
asked his wife to head the front of house, 3rd year on the FRC board, 2nd time 
as a disciple of Jesus and a partridge in a pear tree.  All this proves is that you 
can find a statistic for anything. 

Krista Willott (Krista) 
Krista is super excited to be working with such a fabulous cast, teaming with 
Karen again as Dance Captain and sharing the stage with her loving husband. 
Previous productions include: last year’s “Little Shop of Horrors”, “Hair”, “Pippin”, 
“Eating Raoul”, “Rocky Horror Picture Show”, “Cabaret” and “Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat” with Donny Osmond.  “Godspell” has been a 
rewarding experience and one that has completely touched her heart and 
changed her view of the world.  Krista would like to thank Drea and Moo 

Heimen Van Essen (Heimen) 
Appearing in his tenth show, Heimen is thrilled and honored to be cast 
alongside such a talented group.  Being such a small cast has enabled 
the ensemble to become the close-knit "community" that they are trying 
to portray.  The closeness and friendship comes naturally when they 
all strive for a common goal.  A great and moving show! 
Heimen only questions why he was cast as the "slow-witted" one??? 
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TThhee DDiisscciipplleess ccoonntt……

Charlotte Loeppky (Charlotte )
Godspell has been calling to Charlotte since she first heard “Day by Day” as a 
young child in the ‘70’s, and she is honoured to be a part of this particular feast 
of fools at FRC.  Charlotte studies acting with Playhouse North, is also a member 
of High River’s Windmill Theatre, and teaches music and drama. 

Heather Smuda (Heather)
Heather is so excited to be in her first FRC show, working with such a talented 
cast and crew, and exploring the story of Jesus in a fun and unusual way. 
Heather was last seen in Storybook's “The Sound of Music” (Mother Abbess). 
Other credits include “Music Man”, “Our Town”, “A Funny Thing Happened on the 
Way to the Forum”, and “Fiddler on the Roof”. 

Jennifer Mikla (Jennifer)
Making her return to theatre after a 5 year hiatus, Jen is very excited to be a 
part of such a talented cast. Past selected roles: Guinevere; “Camelot”, Ruth; 
“Pirates of Penzance”, Hermia; “Midsummer Night’s Dream”, “Sound of Music”, 
“Evita”, “Macbeth”. She is also a member of the kickin’ Calgary choir, Revv 52. 
She thanks Tom, family, friends and the excellent cast and production team. 
Enjoy the show!

Christine Horne (Christine)
Christine is thrilled to be doing “Godspell” in celebration of FRC’s 20th 
anniversary.  What a talented cast and crew to work with!  Previous favourite 
FRC roles include Guenevere in “Camelot”, Audrey in “Little Shop of Horrors” and 
Kate in “Kiss Me Kate”.  My eternal gratitude to Shea and Jim and their amazing 
production team for giving me the opportunity to be part of this journey.  Enjoy 
the show!

TThhee GGoossppeell GG--SSttrriinnggss
Wilma Rothbauer Accompanist 
Jim Schulz  Guitar 
Shawn Baran Guitar 
Matt Brockman Bass 
Andy Williamson Percussion 
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The Production Team

Artistic Director Joey Sayer 
Director Shea Christie 
Assistant Director James Noonan 
Musical Director Nicole Owen 
Stage Manager Megan Clark 
Choreographer Karen Iwanski 
Costumer Frank MacLeod assisted by 

Brenda Goyetche 
Lighting Designer Paul Hilton 
Set Designer Eliott Sound 
Producer Erin Stewdill 
Co-Producer Janos Zeller 
Dance Captain Krista Willott 
Assistant to the Stage Manager Dustin Thatcher 
Move In and Lighting Setup Crew Alex Beavis, Dustin Thatcher, 

Michael Mueller, Sabrina 
Miko, Marlene Martin 

Lighting Board Operation Mercy Lamola and Greg 
Davidson 

Follow Spot Operator Cameron Ross 
Sound Design Erik Eldman 
Properties Megan Clark, cast & crew of 

Godspell
Front of House Manager Erin Madill 
Box Office Manager John Zeller 
Hair and Makeup Design Cat Bentley 
Marketing Shea Christie, Erin Madill, 

Darren Stewart 
Poster Design & Printing J.P. Thibodeau 
Program Design Les Sorenson 
Program Printing ArcPrint and Imaging 
Photography John Nairn 
Videography Ron Seidel 

#101, 255 17th Ave. SW 
Calgary Alberta 
T2S 2T8 
ph: 403.228.5155 
fax: 403.244.1193 
calgary@arcprint.com 
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SSppeecciiaall AAcckknnoowwlleeddggeemmeennttss
For their generous donations:

o The Honorable Gene Maurice 
o AOR (Advanced Orthomolecular Research) 
o Imperial Oil Limited

The Martins Family for the use of their water cooler 
Morpheus Theatre for rehearsal space, chairs and their support 
Storybook Theatre for the cyc lights and their support 
The staff of the Pumphouse Theatre for never ending support 
Alberta Lotteries 
Alberta Foundation for the Arts 
CADA 

FFrroonntt ooff HHoouussee VVoolluunntteeeerrss
Evan Achtman
Monique Achtman 
Colleen Bishop 
Carl Bishop 
Leanne Brekke 
Judy Bromhead 
Carol Brydon 
Ray Brydon 
Tara Charran 
Herve Collet 
Mea Collet 
Doris Crites 
Tom Crites  

Dennis Daly
Shanna Daly 
Carol Dann 
Rob Eberhardt 
Lois Faris 
Sheri Finkleman 
Deb Finkleman 
Blair Gallant 
Michelle Gallant 
Rhonda Goldberg 
Brenda Goyetche 
Dawn Harvey 
Maidie 

Dorothy Hlady
Lillian Latham 
Veronica Mack 
Donna Morris 
Kurtis Morris 
Margaux Myers 
Lorraine O'Neill 
Darren Pawlik  
John Rajchel 
David Ramsey 
Jen Reid 
Marnie Shaw 
Lana Shparberg 

Diana Slater 
Bryan Smith 
Carla Sondergaard 
Asia Walker 
Myrna Weiden 
Sherry West 
Roxanne Wheaton 
Anna Whiteman 
David Whiteman 
Karen Whiteman 
Mark Whiteman 
David Young 
Randy Young 
John Zeller 

A SPECIAL THANKS TO THOSE WHO HAVE HELPED IN ANY WAY 
WITH THIS PRODUCTION BUT WHOSE NAMES DO NOT APPEAR. 
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FFrroonntt RRooww CCeennttrree PPllaayyeerrss SSoocciieettyy

EExxeeccuuttiivvee CCoommmmiitttteeee
2008-2009

President  Darren Stewart   
Vice President  Janos Zeller 
Treasurer  John Zeller 
Secretary  Erin Madill 
Artistic Director  Joey Sayer 
Asst Artistic Director Andrea Van Der Neut 
Marketing Director Shea Christie 
Volunteer Directory Jeri Guenter 
Members at Large  Brenda Goyetche 

Jenifer Pope 
Krista Willott 

Past President  Les Sorenson

FFRRCC MMiissssiioonn SSttaatteemmeenntt
Front Row Centre Players Society, Calgary's premier community musical theatre 
group, is a charitable organization dedicated to making musical theatre 
experiences available to as many people as possible - affording an outlet for 
creative expression on stage and behind the scenes.  Our auditions are always 
open to the public, announced through Calgary's free media.  Everyone 
associated with the company is a volunteer.  Our only pre-requisite for 
participation is enthusiasm. 

FRC is always looking for new members and friends, especially backstage, 
producing and Front of House. Put those creative talents to good use. You don’t 
have to be an expert... just willing and able.  Set construction, painting, lights, 
sound, props, costumes, make up, ticket sales and even in front of the bright 
lights on stage.  

To contact us: 
Phone – 403-246-8505 

E-Mail - info@frontrowcentre.ca
Website - www.frontrowcentre.ca

FFRRCC CCaalleennddaarr NNootteess

January 9-24, 2009 
Book by Joseph Stein,  

Lyrics by Sheldon Harnick,  
Music by Jerry Bock 

Directed by George Smith
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